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Café Terrace by Vincent Van Gogh
Art Analysis
Talking of the beauty of an evening out can be described better than using the Café Terrace as done by Vincent Van Gogh. In this piece of art, tables and chairs are set on the street and clearly it is sunset as some lighting from the sky can be seen while building along the street seem to shade their shadows on the upon each other. People are neatly painted facing each other across tables, a waiter seemingly serving them while others are walking on the street to and from the café. In the analysis in the body of work of the Café Terrace painting, this article analyzes various elements that make the painting. 
One of the elements that comes out in the painting is the use of color. The artist uses deep colors to bring in the aspect of the night as well as the shadows that are cast by the building. Light colors are used to show the lighting of the heavenly bodies. The light color is also used in the Café Terrace to express the waiter attending to customers who are painted using darker colors to distinguish them from the waiter. Bright colors are also used to show the ceiling of the extension of the café to the street whose beneath are customers and tables. Lighter colors show light beams from the windows and doors of building to assert that that the night falling. Besides, high saturation of colors are around the hotel while places surrounding the café have lesser concentrated colors showing lesser intensity. Thus, the mixture of bright and deep colors in the Café Terrace is used to distinguish objects for better observation. 
Another element which the artist uses is line where he uses both straight and curved lines. The lines draw attention to harmony in the painting as it is through their use that the details of Café Terrace are brought into better perspective. Additionally, the lines are implications of doors, and walls of the buildings along the terrace. Straight lines are used to bring the floor of the café extension while curved lines show the tables and chairs. Thus, the lines as used in the Café Terrace brings better perspectives of the all the objects in the art especially the walls, the street, tables, the floor and the ceiling of the café which is rectangular, formed by straight lines. 
The other thing that comes out clearly in the Café Terrace painting is the artist’s scale. Much of the drawing is centered on the Café while almost half of the painting comprise of activities that could lead to an evening dinner. The surrounding near the café is with illuminated colors while the rest other than from windows and the sky are dark. Due to the café taking a huge space in the painting, more than anything else, concentration of the viewers’ mind and eyes will be on the café. Even the people who are on the street/terrace seem to have come from or are heading to the café. Thus, the scale in the painting is biased towards the side of café which makes it the central part of the painting. 
In light of the elements of discussed about the Café Terrace by Van Gogh, it is important to note that having a look at the café reminds observers of a date night where one can hang out with a loved one or a friend to have that hearty conversation. It gives a perfect view of what it means to unwind after a long day of commitments. 
